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[ RUSSIA ]

There have been several 
legislative updates to 
the patent law in Russia. 
Nikolay Bogdanov of 
Gorodissky & Partners 
provides an overview of 
the patent regime.

Technical solutions may be protected in 
Russia by an invention patent or utility model. 
Eurasian patents, granted by the Eurasian 
Patent Offi ce according to the Eurasian 
Patent Convention (eight countries are now 
parties to this convention), have the same 
effect in Russia as Russian invention patents.

Non-patentable matter includes discoveries, 
scientifi c theories, mathematical methods, 
rules of games, rules of intellectual or 
business activities, computer software, 
and ideas on presentation of information. It 
also includes methods for cloning a human 
being, for modifying the genetic integrity 
of cells of a human being’s embryonic line, 
use of human embryos for industrial and 
commercial purposes, and solutions contrary 
to the public interest, principles of humanity 
and morals.

Invention patents may be granted for 
products, for example individual chemical 
compounds and compositions (ie, 
pharmaceutical), microorganism strains, cell 
cultures of plants or animals, and processes, 
including computer-implemented 
inventions and methods for treatment, both 
with drugs and medical procedures. 

Inventions should be new, involve an 
inventive step and be industrially applicable. 
Technical solutions relating to a device 
which are new but lack inventiveness can 
be protected as utility models. A utility 

model patent provides the same exclusive 
right as an invention patent. 

Applications for an invention or utility model 
patent should be fi led with the Russian 
Federal Service for Intellectual Property 
(Rospatent). Invention applications are 
published by Rospatent upon the expiry of 
18 months from the fi ling date, while utility 
model applications are publicly available 
only after publication of the granted patent. 

After publication, any party can inspect 
the invention application and submit to 
Rospatent its observations on patentability 
of the claimed invention. Those observations 
are assessed by an examiner, although 
the submitting person will not have any 
procedural rights during the examination.

Before October 1, 2014, only formal 
examination was conducted for utility 
models. Now they are subject to both formal 
and substantive examinations. Substantive 
examination of utility model applications 
starts automatically after formal examination, 
while in order to initiate the substantive 
examination of invention applications, the 
respective request needs to be fi led by the 
applicant or another party within three years 
of the application being fi led.

Following changes to part IV of the Civil 
Code in October 2014, an applicant’s option 
to amend the application has become 
substantively restricted: now the applicant 
can amend its invention application only by 
submitting additional materials (including 
modifi ed claims) upon request of the 
examiner. Alternatively, the applicant can do 
so only once after receiving a report on the 
results of the information search. 

Amendments to utility model applications 
are even more restricted because a search 
report is not prepared during utility model 

examination and therefore the amendment 
opportunities are reduced to responses to an 
examiner’s requests.

There is no pre-grant opposition system in 
Russia. However, during the whole term 
of protection the granted patent can be 
contested by any party and invalidated, in 
particular on the ground that the invention 
(utility model) does not comply with the 
patentability requirements or if the patent 
claims contain a characteristic of the 
invention (utility model) which was not in 
the application on its fi ling date.

Subject to payment of maintenance fees, the 
term of utility model protection is ten years 
(since January 1, 2015 this term cannot be 
extended), compared with the 20-year term 
for invention patents. Patent terms for some 
pharmaceutical and agrichemical inventions 
can be extended for not more than a fi ve-
year period (since January 1, 2015 the 
extension is provided through the issuance 
of an additional patent). 

Since October 1, 2014, in patent infringement 
cases the doctrine of equivalence has been 
applied only for inventions, not utility 
models. 

In January 2015, new liability for patent 
infringement was stipulated in the Civil 
Code. The patent owner, aside from other 
legal measures, may demand from the 
infringer a statutory compensation, instead 
of claiming damages, ranging from 10,000 
($155) to 5 million or double the cost of a 
licence. This fee is usually charged, under 
comparable circumstances, for the lawful 
use of patented subject matter. 

Nikolay Bogdanov is a partner at 
Gorodissky & Partners. He can be 
contacted at: bogdanovn@gorodissky.ru 
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Name: Eugene Arievich
Law firm: Baker McKenzie
Position: Partner
Eugene Arievich is a partner at Baker 
McKenzie and has worked at the firm 
since 1996. He has experience in all areas 
of intellectual property law. His practice 
covers trademark protection, litigation, 
enforcement, anti-piracy, trade dress, anti-counterfeiting, 
patents, copyright and other IP-related matters. One of his 
recent notable cases includes successfully representing 
Doosan, an international machinery company, in litigation 
concerning alleged software-related infringement and 
breach of contract. The Intellectual Property Court 
reversed lower decisions that went against his client and 
remanded the case for reconsideration.

Name: Vladimir Biriulin
Law firm: Gorodissky & Partners
Position: Partner
Phone: +7 495 937 61 16
Email: pat@gorodissky.ru
Website: www.gorodissky.com
Vladimir Biriulin joined Gorodissky 
& Partners in 1998 and in 2001 was 
promoted to partner. He heads the legal practice of 
the firm, providing efficient strategies for handling 
protection, enforcement and infringement of IP rights, 
unfair competition, parallel import and litigation on IP-
related cases. He focuses his practice on IP treaties, 
conventions and agreements, technology transfer, 
licensing, and copyright law. Biriulin often speaks at 
national and international IP events, and is the author 
of numerous articles in legal journals as well as books 
on various IP issues. He is a member of AIPPI and the 
American Bar Association.

Name: Mark Chizhenok
Law firm: Ivanov Makarov & Partners
Position: Partner
Mark Chizhenok is a partner at Ivanov, Makarov & Partners. 
He is an intellectual property practitioner and litigator. 
Before co-founding Ivanov Makarov & Partners, he dealt 
with internet-related disputes and foreign boutique law. 
Chizhenok specialises in IP litigation and domain name 
disputes, as well as patent and design matters. He speaks 
English and French.

Name: Alexander Christophoroff
Law firm: Gowling WLG
Position: Partner
Alexander Christophoroff is a partner at 
Gowling WLG and is based in the firm’s 
Moscow office. He focuses his practice on 
patent litigation and has presented cases 
before the Board of Patent Disputes at the 
Russian Federal Service for Intellectual Property. He is 
a registered Russian and European patent attorney and 
has been working in private practice since 1997. He has 
successfully litigated hundreds of cases in the Russian 
commercial and general courts, and has negotiated 
acquisitions of Russian businesses by foreign companies.

Name: Vladimir Dementiev
Law firm: Gowling WLG
Position: Counsel
Vladimir Dementiev is a counsel in Gowling WLG’s 
Moscow office. He focuses on the protection of intellectual 
property, including patents, industrial designs and utility 
models. Dementiev is a registered patent attorney. In 
addition, he lectures at the Russian Institute of IP and 
has held a number of leadership positions, including vice 
president of the Russian Chamber of Patent Attorneys, 
department chief in the Federal Service for Intellectual 
Property, and patent law department chief at the Institute 
of Improvement of Professional Skills.

Name: Svetlana Felitsyna
Law firm: Sojuzpatent
Position: Management and administration
Svetlana Felitsyna has worked at Sojuzpatent since 1992 
and has experience in all areas of intellectual property since 
1978. She has a diploma from the Russian State Institute of 
Intellectual Property and a master’s in business administration 
from the Foreign Trade Academy. She also holds a master’s 
degree from the Russian State Geological Prospecting 
University and Russian New University. Felitsyna, a specialist 
in civil law, has focused her practice on inventions, utility 
models, industrial designs, trademarks, and appellations of 
origin. She is a member of INTA, LES, and AIPPI.

Name: Natalia Gulyaeva
Law firm: Hogan Lovells
Position: Partner
Natalia Gulyaeva joined Hogan Lovells in 
2000 and since 2004 has headed the firm’s 
intellectual property, media and technology 
practice in Moscow. She advises her 
clients on all aspects of contentious and 
non-contentious work, and handles IP dispute resolution, 
portfolio management, strategic counselling, transactional 
work and regulatory advice. Her notable cases include 
advising H&M in a trademark dispute with a Russian 
trademark pirate, and advising NBCUniversal on copyright 
and trademark matters.
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Name: Vladimir Rybakov
Law firm: ARS-Patent
Position: Senior partner
Vladimir Rybakov is a senior partner at 
ARS-Patent and has experience in all areas 
of intellectual property law. He has focused 
his practice on licensing, and patent, utility 
model and industrial design applications 
directed to mechanical technologies. Rybakov graduated 
from the Baltic State Technical University in 1974 with 
an MSc. In 1986 he graduated from the Russian State 
Institute of Intellectual Property, and in 1993 he helped to 
establish ARS-Patent in partnership with Elena Solovyova. 
He has represented clients in the design, construction, 
electromechanical and electrical industries.

Name: Pavel Sadovsky
Law firm: Egorov Puginksy Afanasiev & Partners
Position: Head of IP
Pavel Sadovsky has been practising intellectual property 
and litigation in Russia since 2002. His notable clients 
include Microsoft, Facebook, Sony Music Entertainment, 
Eli Lilly, Cisco Systems, Condé Nast Russia, UEFA, 
Hachette Collection, Sanofi, UC RUSAL, AstraZeneca, 
Nokian Tyres and Bayer. Sadovksy has focused his practice 
on patent, trademark and other IP rights. He is a member 
of the enforcement committee at INTA and a vice-
chairman at the ICC Russia Commission on Intellectual 
Property. He holds a law degree from the Higher School 
of Economics and a PhD in law from the Russian State 
Institute of Intellectual Property.

Name: Marina Smirnova
Law firm: Papula-Nevinpat
Position: Partner
Marina Smirnova has been at Papula-
Nevinpat since 1996 and has experience 
in all areas of intellectual property. She 
has worked with patents and trademarks 
since 1985 and is a qualified patent and 
trademark attorney. She achieved her diploma from the 
Patent Institute in 1982 and her LLM diploma from the 
St Petersburg State University in 1998. Smirnova has 
published several articles in international magazines 
about Russian trademark matters. She is fluent in English, 
and a member of INTA,AIPPI, and ECTA.

Name: Yury Kuznetsov
Law firm: Gorodissky & Partners
Position: Partner
Phone: +7 495 937 61 16
Email: pat@gorodissky.ru
Website: www.gorodissky.com
Yury Kuznetsov joined Gorodissky & 
Partners in 1998 and became a partner 
in 2002. He is a Russian and Eurasian patent attorney 
and head of the patent practice of the firm. He has 
vast experience in all kinds of patent issues and now 
focuses on enforcement and protection of patent rights 
in various technical fields, in particular high-tech. 
Kuznetsov manages patent portfolios of a number of 
major companies, and is the author of many articles 
in Russia and abroad. He is a member of LESI, AIPPI, 
the International Federation of Intellectual Property 
Attorneys, the Russian Chamber of Patent Attorneys 
and the Council of Eurasian Patent Attorneys.

Name: Valery Medvedev
Law firm: Gorodissky & Partners
Position: Managing partner
Phone: +7 495 937 61 16
Email: pat@gorodissky.ru
Website: www.gorodissky.com
Valery Medvedev is a managing partner at 
Gorodissky & Partners. His work focuses 
on patents in the field of mechanical and electrical 
engineering, trademarks, intellectual property rights 
protection, intellectual assets management, as well as 
licensing and technology transfer. He is a member of 
AIPPI, FICPI, LES International, INTA and Council of 
the Eurasian Patent Attorneys.

Name: Victor Naumov
Law firm: Dentons
Position: Managing partner
Victor Naumov is the managing partner at Denton’s St 
Petersburg office, where he is also head of the Russian 
intellectual property, IT and telecommunication practice. 
He specialises in IP protection and management of 
intangible assets, internet regulation and e-commerce, 
data security, and regulation of the mass media and 
telecommunications. Naumov has experience consulting 
on development of draft legislation on IP, IT, information 
resources, the internet, and telemedical services for the 
Russian Federation and has also previously assisted in 
developing model laws in these areas for jurisdictions in 
the Commonwealth of Independent States. In addition, he 
is an associate professor at St Petersburg State University 
where he lectures in the economics and law faculties.
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Name: Natalia Stepanova
Law firm: Gorodissky & Partners
Position: Partner
Phone: +7 495 937 61 16
Email: pat@gorodissky.ru
Website: www.gorodissky.com
Natalia Stepanova joined Gorodissky & 
Partners in 1999 and in 2010 became a partner. 
She is a chief lawyer at the firm and a Russian trademark 
attorney. Stepanova specialises her legal practice in patents, 
trademarks, company names, know-how and other IP 
subject matters. She assists her clients with IP enforcement 
and anti-piracy, handling all kinds of IP infringement cases 
before the courts and public bodies. She also advises her 
clients on licences, assignments, and due diligence issues in 
Russia and Commonwealth of Independent States countries. 
Stepanova is a member of the International Federation of 
Intellectual Property Attorneys.

Name: Vladislav Ugryumov
Law firm: Gowling WLG
Position: Partner
Vladislav Ugryumov specialises his practice in patent 
litigation and prosecution and has extensive experience 
representing clients in the life sciences, pharmaceutical 
and biotechnology industries. His notable cases include 
representing a pharma company in a patent infringement 
dispute against generic manufacturers in Russian courts 
and at Rospatent; and assisting a research-based pharma 
and healthcare company in patent infringement and 
invalidation trials against an eastern European generic 
manufacturer in Russian courts.

Name: Elena Utkina
Law firm: Vakhnina & Partners
Position: Patent attorney
Elena Utkina is a patent attorney at Vakhnina & Partners, 
where she leads the patent department. She has more than 
35 years’ experience in IP and is the former deputy director 
of Rospatent. Utkina specialises in chemistry, biochemistry, 
pharmacology, and pharmaceuticals. In addition, she is 
one of the developers of the Patent Prosecution Highway 
between Rospatent and the Japan Patent Office.

Name: Alexey Vakhnin
Law firm: Vakhnina & Partners
Position: Managing director
Alexey Vakhnin is managing director at Vakhnina & 
Partners. He has more than 15 years’ experience in 
intellectual property and is also a registered patent, 
trademark and Eurasian patent attorney. His clients 
include companies in the life sciences, biotechnology, 
biochemistry, pharmacology and medicines industries. 
Vakhnin holds an MD PhD degree, specialising in 
biochemistry, pharmacology and medicine. Further, he is 
a member of INTA, ECTA, AIPPI, LESI and the Russian 
Patent Attorneys Association.

Name: Tatyana Vakhnina
Law firm: Vakhnina & Partners
Position: Senior partner
Tatyana Vakhnina has more than 35 years 
of experience in the field of intellectual 
property. She consults foreign and Russian 
clients in all matters of IP protection 
including patents, trademarks, designs, 
utility models and domain names with a particular focus 
in the field of mechanics and electronics. Vakhnina won a 
case for Agios Pharmaceuticals, whereby she achieved a 
settlement of $1.1 million, one of the largest compensation 
agreements ever paid for trademark infringement in 
Russia. As well as being a doctor of law, Vakhnina is a 
member of the Russian Bar Association, INTA and the 
Russian Patent Attorneys Association.

Name: Denis Voevodin
Law firm: Dentons
Position: Partner
Denis Voevodin joined Dentons in 2001 and is head of the 
firm’s trademark and intellectual property practice. He has 
nearly 25 years of experience in a broad spectrum of areas 
of contentious and non-contentious IP matters in Russia 
and the Commonwealth of Independent States countries. 
He specialises his practice in copyright, trademark and 
patent rights. Voevodin is a member of INTA, Marques, 
the Pharmaceutical Trade Marks Group, and the American 
Bar Association. He worked at Salans (now Dentons) in 
Moscow as of counsel from 2001 to 2008.

Name: Aleksey Zalesov
Law firm: Sojuzpatent
Position: Management and administration
Aleksey Zalesov is an attorney at Sojuzpatent, focusing on 
inventions, utility models, industrial designs, trademarks, 
and appellations of origin of goods. He has experience 
working in the Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations 
of Russian Federation and Trade Mission of the Russian 
Federation in the US. Zalesov is president of the Russian 
national group of AIPPI. He is also an arbitration assessor 
of the Court of Arbitration for Economic Disputes of 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian 
Federation. He is a member of LES and the Russian Patent 
Attorney Association and speaks English and Spanish.

Name: Sergey Zuykov
Law firm: Zuykov & Partners
Position: Director
Sergey Zuykov is the director of Zuykov 
& Partners and has more than 20 years of 
experience in the field of intellectual property 
law. He specialises in litigation inventions, 
utility models, industrial designs, trademarks 
and appellations of origin. He is a member of INTA, AIPLA, 
ECTA, Marques and the Pharmaceutical Trade Marks Group. 
He frequently writes on a variety of IP topics.
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Gorodissky & Partners
B.Spasskaya Str, 25, bldg 3, Moscow 
129090, Russia
T: +7 495 937 61 16
W: www.gorodissky.com
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Gorodissky & Partners, which is headquartered in Moscow and has branch offi ces in ten Russian 
cities and one offi ce in Ukraine, is a leader in the protection, disposal and enforcement of 
intellectual property rights. It is the largest IP practice in Russia and among the top ten biggest 
IP law fi rms in Europe. It was founded by patent and trademark attorneys and IP lawyers who 
started their professional careers in 1959. 

The fi rm is responsible for around half of foreign patent applications fi led in Russia every year. 
Clients range from major domestic, foreign and international companies to small and medium-
sized businesses and individuals. 

The team of 140 IP professionals provides clients and associates with comprehensive, professional 
and cost-effective legal services relating to all IP issues including inventions, designs and utility 
models. Services include consulting, prosecution, enforcement and disposal, licensing, litigation, 
recordals, valuation, taxation and accounting, searches, mediation, and due-diligence.

The team is known for the unique combination of experts in various spheres in order to solve 
even the most diffi cult cases successfully; it has a deep insight into clients’ needs and the ability 
to suggest the most effi cient and cost-effective solutions. 

The principal technical areas of specialism include IT, electronics, mechanics, physics, chemistry, 
biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, medicine, and nanotechnology. High-end technologies and 
modern research and development are a high priority, which helps clients to capitalise on 
innovations and long-term scientifi c and engineering projects.

Patent attorneys and lawyers of the fi rm are members of associations including AIPPI, LESI, 
AIPLA, the Russian Chamber of Patent Attorneys and the Council of Eurasian Patent Attorneys. 

The main offi ce is in Moscow and there are branch offi ces in St Petersburg, Nizhny Novgorod, 
Technopark Sarov, Krasnodar, Samara, Ekaterinburg, Perm, Kazan, Vladivostok, Dubna—all in 
Russia—as well as in Kiev, Ukraine.

The fi rm is proud to have fi ve lawyers— Vladimir Biriulin, Yury Kuznetsov, Valery Medvedev, 
Natalia Stepanova and Vladimir Trey—nominated in WIPR Leaders 2017.

WIPR Leaders >>>

Vladimir Trey, 
(p185, Trademarks vol.)
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Finland |        Russia |       Ukraine |        Belarus |        Kazakhstan |        Uzbekistan

Success comes 
from knowledge

We’re specialists in patent, trademark and design protection
in Russia and Eurasia with 25 years of experience in these

markets. We offer an effortless one-stop-shop model
designed to meet all your needs. Want to hear more?

www.papula-nevinpat.com
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Ask about our trademarks volume, 
the industry-leading list of the best 
trademark practitioners worldwide

To get your copy, contact 
Adrian Tapping on 

atapping@newtonmedia.co.uk 

To nominate for 
WIPR Leaders 2017, 

contact Louise McMillan on 
lmcmillan@newtonmedia.co.uk

Ask about our trademarks volume,  
the industry-leading list of the best trademark 

practitioners worldwide

To get your copy, contact Carol Telling on  
ctelling@newtonmedia.co.uk 

To nominate for  
WIPR Leaders 2018,  

contact Louise McMillan on  
lmcmillan@newtonmedia.co.uk




